Mayor. But the high possibilities, which in this and other ways had been turned into realities, were largely derived from the experience which had ripened into abundant knowledge. From China or Malacca, from Formosa or Sumatra, from Sarawak or Borneo, from Siam or Egypt, with diligence and determination, the most precious trade secrets were gradually wrested in days now remote. But all this was not possible of accomplishment ^ftiout a struggle; nor, again, without correspondin&^dvances into territories wider than those of traded
Trade, as such, is seldom the sole object of a great personality. In this particular cale, Nature herself was lavish to redundancy of her greatest gifts, though few knew where to look for them or what to do with them when found.
But the many-sided man looks out for chances. Trade on any advanced scale implies finance. Finance soon involves politics.   International politics, to effect anything at all, must ripen into statesmanship.   The individual who travels widely considers these things . because he is forced to think outside himself.  Marcus Samuel took particular stock, so it happened, of Japan-There was a time when to most people the Land of the Rising Sun was sufficiently represented by that poetic emblem, when ideas about Japan seemed to have little substance.    By study and observation the stability, character, and ultimate destiny of the island-state of the East became practical certainties, though many, in this island-state at home, feared and misunderstood the new orientation.    Neverthe-* less, Japan came, financially, into a reasoned esteem. The first City commitment, in the shape of a loan subscribed in London, was a Samuel commitment.
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